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The Sobha Bazaar family had historic antecedents dating
from the battle of Plassey and the political arrangements made
by Olive. The head of this family was Eaja Kali Krishna, a
pattern of Hindu orthodoxy and an exemplar of the virtues
which characterize the Hindu race. A firm believer in the
ancient religion, he laboured to assist in preserving its purity
and efficacy. Yet his mind was always receptive of light from
modern and Western ideas. His scholarship extended to
English and European learning and to the classical languages
of his own country. His literary taste displayed itself in trans-
lations of English poetry into the Indian vernacular and in the
composition of Sanscrit verses. His rank and wealth, his public
worth, his social merits, endeared him to his countrymen and
earned for Mm the regard of the European community.

After his lamented death in 18*74, the leading members of
this important family were Narendra Krishna, since dignified
with the rank of Maharaja, Kumal Krishna and Harendra
Krishna. They too had the refinement of former times together
with the modern culture, yet as Hindus of the highest caste
they carried great weight socially, and were thoroughly loyal
men.

These were all Zemindars, though they were city men as
well, being influential both in town and country.

Below these families in rank, but still holding a position of
some consequence, was Degumber Mittra, who was more com-
pletely a landlord than any. He understood the management of
estates and all affairs relating to the peasantry better than most
of his contemporaries. By his premature death Bengal lost a
loyal liberal independent and useful member of the community.

The Maharaja of Bardwan, a highly educated though retiring
and unobtrusive man, employed his vast wealth in works of
munificent charity among his tenantry and dependents.

Much regard was attached to the memory of two Native
Judges, Anukul Mukerji and Dwarkanath Mittra, who had
both sat on the bench of the High Court. Their learning and
character reflected honour on their race and on the Western
education by which they had been trained.